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There are four buildings included in this grouping at Trinity in Jay County, The
St. Marys of the Woods Convent is approximately two miles west of the Ohio-Indiana lime on
the south side of St., Rt. 67 about 500 feet back a long lane. Originally built to house
the priests, brothers, and sisters of the Society of the Most Precious Blood in 1855, it i
now a private residence. The Holy Trinity church, rectory and school are located about %
mile farther west on the same highway and are owned by the Catholic diocese at Lquayette
and the parish.

The main building of the original convent complex is a hancdsome two-story brick

structure with institutional massiveness and vernacular German details, All interior and
exterior walls are twelve inches thick, are load-bearing apd bave built in flues that lead
to the three chimneys for the stoves that were in each room, This huge building is
symmetrically balanced with five bays of 6/6 double hung round arched windows at the. frpnt

and back, and three bays at the sides. A central doorway to the front has an added crne_
bay eatrance porch. In the gable ends are pairs of quarter fan windows under a wide white
frieze., A two-story veranda porch originally extended across the entire west facade where
it is said the settlers came to the sisters for herbs and medicine. Now a one-story garage
is attached to the soath.

The High Gothic church was designed and built in 1885 by Anton De Curtins and his son:
The elaborate brick and stone church has a projecting central tower with stone buttresses
and three tiers of sharply pointed gables., The bell tower that has flying buttresses is
trimmed w1th four large and four smaller poiﬁted stone gables and supports a soaring steep!
and gllggd cross. Built for $18,000 less funnishings, it has a floor plan of 60' x 140"
with a seating capacity of 400, Stained glass‘lancet windows with tracery and keystones ai
under waves of corbelling and a stone curbing on three sides of the church, The main
entrance with its monumental stone gable peak and cross accents a ccmpound arc‘ﬂy,
Double glass~doors have recently replaced the original _paneled wooden doors. S

The interior has a ceiling that is intricately carved and has paintings of the twelve
apostles. The ceiling-high main altar was brought from Germany over a century ago. It has
figures that represent the Holy Trinity and the saints_. of the Catholic Church in its
Gothic spoolwork and splendor. It cloaely resembles the two side altars.

East of the church, the 1909 two-story brick rectory with a hipped roof and dormer is
dominated by a handsome three-bay open porch that shelters a double door entrance with"
sidelights. The porch has wooden columns with Roman Doric capitals, turned ballusters that
support a wooden handrail, and lattice work around the open foundation. The house has a
wide stone water table that accents the stone foundation and basement. ,

The 1909 brick one-story school is 34' x 65' with a full basement. Located east of tt
rectory, it has a square bell tower with cross-tipped pyramidal roof. Stone belt courses’
horizontally divide the projecting tower into three sections. The top section is now
bricked-in where the open arches of the belfry were., The lowest section has double doors
with a semi-circular fanlight surrounded by three rows of brick with keystone, A 1953
brick addition is to the south which forms a T-shape.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The grouping of religious buildings at Trinity is historically significant because i
is a settlement founded during the ante-bellum reform movement of Father Francis de Sales
Brunner and his communal Society of the Most Precious-Blood. This zealous Catholic pries
brought his followers from Europe to the Black Swampland of western Ohio in 1846, They
dominated the Catholic settlement of this part of Ohio with their schools, churches and
training centers; and they continue to strongly influence the culture of the area today.
Just two miles from the Ohio-Indiana border, this Indiana parish at Trinity is within the
circle that has a radius of twenty-two miles from the first convent complex at Maria Stei
in adjacent Mercer County, Ohio. There were six convent complexes built from 1846 to 185
Only two of the main convent buildings remain. The St. Marys of the Woods convent at
Trinity is the farthest west and the largest. This 1855 brick structure was formerly
enveloped by a chapel, barns, and farm outbuildings that were built after Father Willibal.
Willi's arrival in 1854 with two brothers and four sisters who were members of the societ:
They farmed the 240 acres they purchased as they also ministered to the nearby Catholics,
The other remaining brick main structure of a convent complex is Cruenwald at Cassella in
Mercer County. It is included in the thematic grouping of approximately seventy building:
that are scattered in approximately forty parishes in the corners of four counties in Ohix
and the two in Indiana’around Trinity., That thematic grouping is known as "The Land of
the Cross-Tipped Churches” and has been approved by the Ohio Histeoric Site Preservationm
Advisory Board., 'It was listed in the National Register on July 26, 1979. -+ - . -

Eleven Catholic families built a log church for $100 in 1861 at Trinity. The parish
gravuntil in 1885, the present brick church was constructed, although the priest continue
to live at the convent, When Rev, Julian Mayer bought 1% acres of land to build a rector

and school in 1909,  he established the parish as a separate entity. Today there are about
80 families in the parish with a membership of approximately 400-500,

There is another parish nearby associated with the Society of the Most Precious Blooc
The Irish members of the Holy Trinity parish broke away in 1888 and built the St. Marys
Church, known as Irish Settlement church, about three and one-half miles northeast of
Trinity in Adams County. Since this modest brick church was rebuilt after a fire in 1940
and since the rectory is a frame bungalow from 1919, these two parish structures are
considered to have marginal architectural significance and are not included in the
nomination. '

The Holy Trinity Church is architecturally significant because it is one of the most
elaborate Gothic churches designed by Anton De Curtins and his sons. The De Curtins famil
from Mercer County designed and/or constructed over twenty known churches from 1854 to 19°
in the parishes in the thematic grouping. The 140' tower and cross-tipped spire continue
to dominate the flat Indiana farmland and is the most impressive structure in Wabash Towns
in Jay County. The ceiling paintings of the twelve apostles were done in 1898 by a noted
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rcle with a diameter of 200'.
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Sanguinist (Society of the Most Precious Blood member) artist, Rev., Paulinus Trost. The
main altar of richly carved wood is virtually irreplaceable as a work of art. Many siuilar
altars have been removed and destroyed in a recent epidemic of church remodelings.

The rectory is architecturally significant because it closely resembles fifteen other
Catholic rectories, many built by the De Curtins, that are included in the thematic grouping.,
They are all large, brick, two~story, square houses with pyramidal or hipped roofs and
front porches that span the facade. When the archbishop in Cincinnati directed about 1905
that each parish should furnish a residence for the priest, this style of house appeared
in the neichboring parishes in Ohio and surely influenced the construction of this elegant
one at Trinity., g

The 1909 brick parochial school is architecturally important because it is a handsome
turn of the century building with Italian Villa projecting square bell tower. Two other
schools of similar style were built in Mercer County for Catholic parishes by the De Curtins.
It has historical significance because it was the first bilingual (English and German)
school in Jay County. The sisters administered and taught here until 1967 when it was
used by the public school system for two years. Now it is used for religion classes for
the children of the parish,

Ttem No. 10, Geographical Data

Zone 16 St. Marys of the Woods Convent 683080, 4489840
Holy Trinity Catholic Church 682680, 4489920
Holy Trinity Catholic Rectory 682710, 4489900

Holy Trinity Catholic School 682740, 4485920
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